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UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA STUDENT 
TO RESEARCH CANCER VIRUS LIFE CYCLE
MISSOULA—
A University of Montana student from Rockville, Md.. Leslie 
Heckert, has won a $1,000 Watkins Scholarship to research and write 
a senior honors paper about the functional role of enzymes in the 
life-cycle regulation of a tumor-causing virus.
Heckert, a senior in chemistry at UM, will isolate and experi­
ment on a little-known enzyme called protein kinase A from an RNA
virus called avian myeloblastosis virus, which causes tumors in 
birds.
Heckert said that the enzyme adds phosphate groups, called 
phosphorylation, to proteins inside and outside the virus. This 
phosphorylation is active in the life-cycle regulation of the virus. 
Heckert's project will identify and investigate the proteins affected
by the enzyme's activities and how they are related to the virus 
life cycle.
According to Dr. Kenneth Watson, associate professor of chem­
istry at UM, who is Heckert's project adviser, her research findings 
will be added to those of similar projects at the University and 
submitted for publication in scientific journals.
Heckert, daughter of Mr. and Mrs, John Heckert of Rockville 
Md., is a 1977 graduate of Charles W. Woodward High School.
Since the program began in 1978, a total of 114 UM students 
have been awarded the competitive Watkins Scholarships based on their
prior academic achievements and the quality of their research
(over)
UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA STUDENT TO RESEARCH CANCER— add one
proposals. The scholarship funds come from the $353,000 Gordon 
and Anna Watkins Endowment at UM.
Gordon Watkins was a 1914 alumnus who was a Welsh coal ,miner 
before he immigrated to the United States in 1906. He received 
the doctor of philosophy degree from the University of Pennsylvania 
in 1918 and an honorary doctor of laws degree from UM in 1940.
Watkins taught in Illinois and California universities and 
was provost of the University of California at Riverside until 1956. 
He also authored several books and articles on economics and labor 
relations and acted as a federal arbitrator and international con­
sultant in economics. while at UM, Anna Davis Watkins was secretary
to the UM president and graduated in English in 1915. Both died 
in 1970.
